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of keeping up a communication with my children
when I shall have ceased to exist,, I proceed to
attempt a compliance with his wish; and I trust
I shall not be accused of vanity when it is known
that, now past //tree score years and ten^ I do not
recollect ever mentioning1 the circumstance, save
at the moment to (lie two young1 men mentioned
hereafter as being in quarters, and to Lord Man-
vers on his questioning me about it. That it has
often occurred to memory, may well be supposed,
but-, 1 trust, never without a feeling of gratitude
to that all-protecting Being, who enabled me to
conduct myself with such coolness in a first trial
with a man who was universally respected, and>
as I knew, the terror of many, from his contempt
of personal danger and freedom of speech, when
he saw anything incorrect going on among* the
officers.

a No doubt it was a most important moment
in my transit through this world, for who could
have foreseen that my conduct on that day should
he (he eaose of my advancement to fame and for-
tune many years after? But so it was; and so
strong an impression did the circumstances make
on my memory, that, while any exercise of that
faculty exists^ they cannot he obliterated.

" Captain Bell was the captain of Grenadiers
when 1 joined the 5th Foot at Jfedford, afewdayfi
before my seventeenth birthday in 1763* He
almost immediately made himself my protector